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Originally, FontLab was the only product from
the FontLab Developers Group, St. Petersburg, Russia
(main developer: Yuri Yarmola)

Later, more products were created (ScanFont, TypeTool,
TransType) and were marketed worldwide by Pyrus NA, USA
(president: Ted Harrison)

In 2000, new company Fontlab Ltd. was formed to unite
Pyrus NA and the FontLab Developers Group

Today, the FontLab application is just one of FontLab’s
product suite. To remove this ambiguity, new versions of the
professional font editor will be named FontLab Studio.



BRIEF HISTORY OF FONTLAB STUDIO

m 1996 FontlLab 2.5

m 1998 FontlLab 3.0

m 2000 FontLab 3.1
= 2001 FontLab 4.0

m 2002 FontLab 4.5

m 2003 FontlLab 4.6

Type 1 editing

native TrueType editing and hinting,
MultipleMaster, Unicode

improved drawing, minor improvements
OpenType, Python scripting, new Ul

seriously improved drawing,
much better OpenType support

further improvements

m 2004 FontLab Studio 5.0 277
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USER INTERFACE

= Improved: More logical menus and toolbars
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g =8 o

Transform

—

#H
1—

= Glyph

m W Convert

s00 5007 Sketch Mode

Alt+2

:|H| . |Bitmz_v |

d : Clockwise (TT)
J = Counterclockwise (PS)

‘%‘ITop level Ll Farnily genera

< Reverse Path  Ctrl+AIt+

00 (1300 (1400 |

. Eé iil MOVE Nﬂde A|t+0 )){, &everse A" Paths ]
I % Interpolate Nodes Ctrl+Alt+P a
| | x 2 : # Expand Path...
. L ~3 Sgt S;artpmnts Cri+AIl+T Make Parallel Path...
T 2: Simplify Segment Alt+6 |
Ty Check Connections I
49 77 15 Join All Contours 1 |
= H O | ¥ Nodes at Extremes | Node Properties X|
A @ & | ¥ Optimize Ctrl+E I Bezier curve #6/42 [1]
2000 ¥ 113 | ¥ Snap to Guides Ctr+F9 |4 | .
= 263 —] = [504 —
— T | | [« & |8 | Beps
[ RN |l _
I ’F ==
-2 EE | >< ITLl IE [ Selected
B |
. | |-
-amE: |
% a | | 100% v| { } IT
backsl|bracke|asciiciqunderg grave | a b e f g b i i k. | i il a u] q
V1A Lalbjc|de|fe@h|i|j| ki I|mnjo|lp|g




USER INTERFACE

= Improved: Completely new Options/Preferences window

Options L

= General Options ~ Font window «
-~ Open and Save
- EFS and bitmap background |~7 Show Unicode indexes in caplions in Unicode mode

- Multiple Master
- OpenType features
=8 ot windomw. [ Double-click opens a new window
- Glyph cel
I Glyph window [v" Enable drag-and-drop
- Dimensions
----- Colors
= Tracking
----- Metrics window
- FontAudit
- Optimize [ Hide all windows with glyphs from inactive fonts
----- FostScript Type 1 Import
= PostSeript Type 1 Export
~Type 1 autohinting |
= OpenType and TrueType Import
= TrueType/OpenType TT ()
= OpenType and TrueType Export
- Digital signature v

[v" Double-click opens Glyph Window

1

[ Create Glyphs command generates them if possible

Sorting glyphs that are out of encoding: Unnamedfunencoded first -

Ok Cancel | Apply




USER INTERFACE

= Improved: Completely new Options/Preferences window

FontLab Options

COm pare With General' Glyph Font |FonTAudiT| Type 1 |TrueType| OpenType|
FO ntl_ab 4. 6: View Options

Fach cell should have dimensions of |32 ®iz w l pixels

[v" Give each cell a caption Caption font...

[v Give empty cells a template glyph image Template fort...

[v Use FontLab template font to preview template images
[v" Use template image as a bitmap layer when creating new glyphs
[ Show additional information in the glyphs cells

[v" Show hinting information marks (TrueType and Typel)

[v" Show Mask to Master compatibility information marks

Tuning Options

[ Show Unicode indexes in captions in Unicode mode

[v" Double-click opens Glyph “Window [ Create new window by dbl-click
[v Drag-drop feature is turned on

[v" Smooth glyph's icons v s

Sorting glyphs that are out of encoding; IUnnamedfunenooded first - |

[ Hide all windows with glyphs from inactive fonts

A

0] Cancel |
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USER INTERFACE

= Improved: Fonts panel

i
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= et 2

= Preview/Metrics - FreeFontPro
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= FreeFontPro
E FreeFontPro [freefontpro-regular.vib]
CTYTYTyTy]
- FreeFontPro Bold [freefontpro-bold. vl
----- FreeFontPro Bold Italic [freefontpro-bolditalic.wib]
- FresFontPro Italic [freefontpro-italic.vib)
- FreeFontPro Black
=] FreeFontPro Black [freefontpro-black vib]

- FreeFontPro Cond
----- FreeFontPro Cond [freefontpro-cond.vib]
- FreeFontPro Cond Bold [freefontpro-condbold vfh)
- FreeFontPro Cond Black
~FreeFontPro Cond Black [freefontpro-condblack.vfh]
- Myriad Web Pro
=8 MyriadwebPro-Bold [MyriadWwebPro-Bold. vfb]

~[TYTYTYTY]
“T

[Tl
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Total Fonts: 0 Grouned by Family Name




USER INTERFACE

= Improved: Fonts panel

-

= Preview/Metrics - FreeFontPro
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----- FreeFontPro Cond [freefortpro-cond vfb]

----- FreeFontPro Cond Black [freefontpro-condblack.vib)
----- FreeFontPro Cond Bold [freefontpro-condbold. vl
----- FreeFontPro Halic [freefontpro-italic.yfh]
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Tools =
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METRICS AND KERNING

= FontLab 4.6
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FontLab Studio 5
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New: “Text Mode” that allows live text editing
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New: Optional Metrics/Kerning table
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New: Optional Metrics/Kerning table
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METRICS AND KERNING

= New: Live class kerning
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METRICS AND KERNING

= Improved: Expanding class kerning into plain kerning

_ B o= OPEI'ITYPE I(erning Assistance ﬂ ;l | %flTop level ;”Family genera;l b m | Br | o B

ELQED @
T |72 HEAdieresis/Gidolin - | :I: |
Wl H 15t Classes |: | Znd Classes | Al E | H [ H | H 1 alist [ 2na [value | o
o TG Xpan erning a0 v a0
ke 0,0 40 W 60 B
14 7 = - ; : _ i i A0 h -88
_E,E @ W|’rh_’rh|5 function you can _oorwer‘t class_ based ke_rmng to some pair i quatedbiieft 178
GG kerning table. Note that this may result in generation of thousand of A0 quotelett 162
1 new kerning Dairs Ao suatesinglh... 196
KK . . . . 2dblba... -218
LL [v Generate only pairs with glyphs in following codepage: 22
M, M
=] . . g2
0.0 |MS Windows 1252 Latin 1 v a2
_R,R - 80
35 AQ -124
- :dhlright | 24
R [ Limit total number of pairs in the table to : |2'3"48 gt 24
3 A0 -122
dhlright | 14
| ~ right -118
Al -390
AU A Expand Cancel AD 80
| B 52
! % -52
r e A 8] -2
A, Q -32
Kerning: - 74 A T -190
A L -74
- - - - A, Y -164
L U Uogonek Udieresis Uhungarurmlaut Uring Ugrave Ucircumflex -~ | v A W 106
Uacute Umacran —_— A ki -212
A b -10
vl & A c -30
- A d -30
- =
i pact | Update [kern] featurs | Save | Zancel :
r IAII pairs A BES




Improved: Expanding class kerning into plain kerning
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METRICS AND KERNING

= New: Compressing kerning into class kerning
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METRICS AND KERNING

= New: Metrics window options

options £

=i General Options Metrics window o
~Open and Save
----- EPS and bitmap background [v Automatic line feed
- Multiple Master
. OpenType features [ Highlight all key glyphs in kerning and metrics classes
= Font window [v Highlight all kerning pairs
- Gilyph cell

[v" Do not allow to define kerning in dependent pairs

Il

—I- Glyph window

-~ Dimensions Dependent pairs color: |- *l
- Colorg

------ Tracking [v Apply text ternplate when itern is selected in the fable
Metrics window
- FontAudit Font to use in the preview cormbo box:

----- PostScript Type 1 Import
- PostScript Type 1 Export I
H- OpenType and TrueType Import

7 OpenType and TrueType Export Foreground color |- v| Background color: ||:|;

Select.

Al.-.[F

(|

Ok Cancel | APy
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PRINTING

= Improved: Printing

m Font waterfall 4
Font Table

A texd to print:

The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog

The quick brown fo

List of point sizes to print

IS—SBJ 38,40, 42, 48,56, 64, 72| Feset |

[v Apply kerning
leh Waterfall [ Print point size at the beginning of every line

Glyph List

k. Cancel
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OPENTYPE FONTS

= New: Basic OpenType features added on Type 1 import

options [

E--G:eneral Options -~ Type 1 import “ o
~Open and Save [—
~+EPS and bitmap background [ Decompose all composite glyphs
- Multiple Master
b oty e [v Generate basic OpenType features for Type 1 fonts with Standard encoding
~ Glyph cel
=] Glyph window
- Dimensions
----- Colors
b Tracking
----- Metrics window
= FontAuddit

- Optimize .
_____ PostScript Type 1 Import Script: IIa’m A Language: IDFLT w |
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- Digital signature Ll 5,-'1"['.-'1['1 .
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tfliegen finster 12 1° %




OPENTYPE FONTS

= New: Merge fonts

Merge Fonts X

Select the source font in the list below:

FreeFontbro-Black
FreeFontPro-Bold
FreeFontPro-Bold|talic
FreeFontPro-Cond
FreeFontPro-CondBlack
FreeFontFro-CondBold
FreeFontPro-Italic

FreeFontStdExpert
tyriadi'eb Pro-Bold

Do not copy source glyph
Fename the existing glyph
Fename the source glyph

(k. Cancel |




OPENTYPE FONTS

= New: Decompilation of OpenType features optional

v Read OpenType layout tables (GPOS, GSUE, GOEF)
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FONT FORMAT SUPPORT

= New/experimental: Import of
TrueType AAT fonts with features and of Ikarus fonts
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FONT FORMAT SUPPORT

= New: Internal support for TrueType-based multiple
master fonts makes TrueType superhinting easier
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Glyph - u1D0A6 from Byzantine Musical

= Improved: Unicode 4.0 support (6-digit Unicodes)
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= New: Custom TrueType cmap editor
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